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YouGov/The Sun poll: Public divided along party lines on Thatcher’s greatest 

achievements and failures 

A new YouGov/The Sun poll has revealed that 52% of Conservative Party supporters think 

defeating the miners’ strike and limiting the power of the unions was Margaret Thatcher’s 

greatest achievement.   

However, 51% of Labour voters and 56% of Liberal Democrats say being elected Britain’s 

first female prime minister was Lady Thatcher’s biggest accomplishment. 

Meanwhile, 54% of UKIP supporters see winning the Falklands War as Margaret Thatcher’s 

greatest achievement as prime minister. 

Thatcher’s worst failings 

When it comes to Thatcher’s worst failing as prime minister there is more agreement 

amongst voters. Either a majority or plurality of Conservative (47%), Liberal Democrat (56%) 

and UKIP (44%) supporters say introducing the poll tax was her greatest blunder, but a 

majority (53%) of Labour voters say that overseeing the decline of mining and manufacturing 

was Thatcher’s biggest failure. 

Thatcher’s legacy 

Half (50%) of the public say that overall Margaret Thatcher was a good prime minister, while 

a third (33%) say she was a bad one.  

Nine in 10 (90%) Conservatives think she was either a good or great prime minister, while 

50% of Liberal Democrats and 67% of UKIP supporters say the same. Only 23% of Labour 

voters think she was a good prime minister, compared to 60% who say she was not. 

Commenting on the YouGov/The Sun results, YouGov Director of Political and Social 

Research Joe Twyman said: “Margaret Thatcher divides public opinion like no other leader 

of modern times, and all our polling in the wake of her death shows the public’s views on her 

legacy are equally divided. But if you look at issues like nuclear weapons, secret ballots for 

strikes, and privatisation, which once divided the country, the fact that these issues are no 

longer widely debated and that Thatcher’s positions are now so often the political orthodoxy 

demonstrates that she won not just many public opinion battles, but arguably also many 

public opinion wars.” 

See the YouGov Infographic on Thatcher’s legacy 

Browse our Thatcher archive 

- ENDS- 

Notes to editors: 
 
Total sample size was 1,893 GB Adults aged 18+. Fieldwork was undertaken 8

th
 – 9

th
 April. The 

survey was carried out online. All figures, unless otherwise stated, are from YouGov Plc. 

http://yougov.co.uk/news/2013/04/10/final_verdict_thatcher/
http://yougov.co.uk/thatcher/
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About YouGov  

YouGov is an international, full service market research agency offering added value consultancy, 
qualitative research, field and tab services, syndicated products such as the daily brand perception 
tracker BrandIndex and social media analysis tool SoMA, fast turnaround omnibus and 
comprehensive SixthSense market intelligence reports. YouGov’s sector specialist teams serve 
financial, media, technology and telecoms, FMCG and public sector markets. YouGov is considered a 
pioneer of online market research and has a panel of 2.5 million people worldwide, including over 
350,000 people in the UK representing all ages, socio-economic groups and other demographic 
types. As the most quoted market research agency in the UK, YouGov has a well-documented and 
published track record illustrating the accuracy of its survey methods. 
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